


Once upon a time,
you had to plan a
vacation to relax
and escape from
the busy world
and your hectic

schedule, but’ ;

today, more and
more people are
creating a relaxing
“getaway” right in
their own
backyard.

by DEBORAH McCAGUE

photography cotuntesy’of
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spaces are no longer defined by
ff a patio with a grill and some lawn chairs.

i L1
!".--jl1|.'-ﬂ'.'|1k'f‘1 are creanung H'1II.1TP-.1~"‘|I.'

areas complete with kitchens, fireplaces
e or fire pirs for cool evenings, diningareas
: and comfortably furnished terraces,
where they can entertain br relax and
enjoy quality, family time. And pools are
much meore than jl.lst a plﬂl:l: o S["!ﬂ‘&h
and play. They are the beautiful center-
piece of a home's ourdoor living space.
Boscoe's Pools of Sharpsburg,
owned by Shane Carr and Jeff Holloway,

LM
is une of the premier pool and backyird
retreat designers in the Southern Arc.
|ust ask HGTV. The popular home and
garden television network is filming one
of the companys projects for the
Saturday morning  show, “Breaking
Ground,” which will air sometime n
May, With one look at their portfolio, it
is evident a pool can be a work of an
these days.

“Almost anyrhing is possible,”
Holloway says. "We can create any size
or shape with options like tanning
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ledpes, warerfalls with hidden grotos,
vanishing edges, spas that spillover into
the pool or beach entrances. While
some people prefer the llusion of nature
with irregular curving shapes and water-
1.!“-\- I\,.I‘-I.'.Il.il."'._" iWer l|'N.I'II||.E|:T-~-. II1FH.'!.\- ange
drawn o classic, elegant, Roman-style
pools with straight lines, columns and
materials like limestone, rravertine and
mosaic glass riles.”

With all the new features in
today’s poolscape, control and mainte-
nance has potten faster and easier. One
of the newest devices is a programmable,
computerized control system. With the
touch of a button, you can m on the
spa, adjust the water temperature, tum
on the lights, waterfall or fountain and
set music that plays from speakers dis-

puised as rocks. Some systems can be
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linked with your compurter or phone so
that vou make the adjustments remore-
ly, and when you arrive home, your pool
is ready and waiting. Now that’s cool!
For pool maintenance, there are
new choices oo, Instead of vacuuming
the pool yourself or having a device
with a hose that slowly crawls over the
pool bottom, you can opt for a built-in
maintenance system that removes
debris. Harsh and expensive chlorine
and acid chemicals are no longer need-
ed 1o sanitize water; there are salt
systems or even better, a non-chemical,
|:'||'l='|"‘1.'I]T. G F‘L|l‘|1||;:ir||>:'l| SVSLCeIm, Ore-
inally developed by NASA to preserve
drinking warter for its space program.
This svstem kills bacreria, balances the
PH and is safe and eco-friecndly. New

variable speed pool pumps are another

popular oprion. They are more energy
efficient and can reduce energy costs
from 30 o 90 percent.

Outdoor living spaces extend your
home, and in rodavs housing market, a
beautiful ourdoor living area is a big sell-
ing feature for many homebuyers.

Since the state eased some of the
water restrictions with regard to pools,
now is the perfect time ro plan your own
personal paradise. Whether it is elabo-
rafte or "-I‘I'l.ii[ .|I'|'J ‘!l.'ll]"ll..,'. an \ﬂl'['\j{h.!f
retrear can provide all the best that the
outcdon s has to .rn};r - &Un, fresh air. the
soothing sounds of water, nature, com
fort and best of all = it right in your

own backvard.
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